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CHRIST THE KING/THE REIGN OF CHRIST                 20 NOVEMBER 2016 
 

Sentence 

O shout to the Lord in triumph all the earth. Serve the Lord with                  

gladness and come before his face with songs of joy.                                                   

Psalm 100.1 

 

Collect of the Day 

God of power and love,  

who raised your Son Jesus from death to life,  

resplendent in glory to rule over all creation:  

free the world to rejoice in his peace,  

to glory in his justice, and to live in his love.  

Unite the human race in Jesus Christ your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.       Amen. 

 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 

Shepherds in Israel had a small number of sheep, which they knew by                      

name, and which they protected against injury or disease or attacks by wild 

animals. This oracle was spoken just as Jerusalem fell to invaders, and the 

people dispersed into the nations. Following these verses, God promises to 

bring them back in a new redemptive act 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my                              

pasture! says the Lord. Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of              

Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 

who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 

have not  attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 

says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of 

all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to 



their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds 

over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or 

be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. The days are surely 

coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is 

our righteousness.’                                       Jer. 23.1-6 
 

Reader:  Hear the word of the Lord 

All:   Thanks be to God 
 

Song of Zechariah APBA page 425   

This song, known as the Benedictus was uttered by Zechariah, father                    

of John the Baptist when he was told that his wife Elizabeth would have a 

son in her old age.   

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

Paul writes to given thanks for the faith of the community and to encourage the 

church to grow in knowledge, moral maturity and endurance. Some of the verses 

may well be fragments of baptismal hymns. We use this imagery in baptism today 

when a candle is presented to the newly baptised person with the words, ‘God has 

called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.’  

Brothers and sisters: May you be made strong with all the strength that 

comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure           

everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He 

has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the                        

forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of  

all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 

things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He             

himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the 



head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him 

all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 

pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

by making peace through the blood of his cross.   Col. 1.11-20 

Reader:  May your word live in us                                                  

All:   And bear much fruit to your glory 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

‘Truly I tell you,’ said the Lord: 

‘today you will be with me in paradise.’  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Reader     The Lord be with you 

All             And also with you 

Reader     The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 

Today is the last Sunday of the liturgical year when the focus is on the  reign of 

Christ which transcends all earthly kingdoms. However, we see what kind of ‘king’ 

this innocent man is: one whose majesty is found in his capacity to forgive his              

enemies, who never returns violence for violence and whose ‘rule’ is  founded on 

loving actions.     

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified                  

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then 

Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are               

doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, 

watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you 

are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription 

over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ One of the criminals who were 

hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the                         



 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying,                  

‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of                          

condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 

getting what we  deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.’ He  replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in      

Paradise.’            Luke. 23.33-43 

 
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK                
(The 1662 Collect for the first Sunday of Advent)   
 

Stir up, we pray you, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be            
plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Pray for the Faithful Departed.    We remember before God: Irene 

Bailey, Winifred Slattery, Lilian Crameri, Frances Sefton, Noel Brown, 

Pearl Hazewinkel, Nina Lucy Benson, Richard Sexton, Walter Yencken, 

Norman Coles, Emily Whitbourne, Patricia Crowl whose anniversaries 

occur this week.  
 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY    

27 November 2016   FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Preacher: The Revd Professor Gerald O’Collins SJ 

Isaiah 2.1-5   Psalm 122    Romans 13.9-14   Matthew 24.36-44 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 CELEBRATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

November 23 – Clement of Rome (d. c.100). Third  Bishop of 

Rome and best known for his Letter (styled as 1 Clement), one of 

the early post-apostolic Christian writings. He was probably mar-

tyred but his later history is uncertain.  The following is a quote 

from that letter. 

Chapter 16 -- Christ as an example of humility.  

“For Christ is of those who are humble-minded, and not of those 

who exalt themselves over his flock.  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

sceptre of the majesty  of God, did not come in the pomp of pride 

or arrogance,  although he might have done so, but in a lowly con-

dition, as the Holy Spirit had declared regarding him.” 

November 25 James Noble (1876-1941), the first ordained  

indigenous  leader in the Anglican Church of Australia. Born in  

Normanton, Qld, as a youth he was befriended by a grazier and a 

priest at the Yarrabah Mission (Revd Gribble) and so obtained an 

education; He was ordained in Perth, worked in Queensland and 

retired to Palm Island. He died in Cairns. 

November 30  Andrew, the Apostle. He was a fisherman by 

trade, lived in Capernaum and was the brother of Simon Peter. He 

was a  

disciple of John the Baptist before becoming a disciple of Jesus. In 

lists, he is always named in the first four of the apostles. His later 

history is unknown. He is the Patron Saint of both Scotland and 

Russia.  

  

 
 




